Atchison County Community Schools
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For Our Children, Our Community and
Our Future

On August 5, Atchison County Community School 2 K | {1 Q& A y (K S o2

District residents will vote on a $19.89 million New Prek8 school

school bond issue. The outcome of that election (i Prek4 Elementary wing

gAff AYLI OG GKS RAAUGNAN  § Middle School (88) wing

with the facilities they need and deserve. U Section wings separated by fire doors that will be
closed during school hours

i Modern science labs designed meet state &
district learning standards

The bond issue will provide a neaomprehensive
Prek8 building designed to:

U Provide quality learning environments U 21% century classrooms designed for research

U Equalize learning opportunities for all students based teaching & learning

i Reduce cost inefficiencies i Separate physical education areas for MS & ES
U Provide safer dropoff and pickup zones students

U Support technology learning standards U Major renovations and upgrades to the high

i Provide quality air systems and energy control: school kitchen in order to serve 700+ stunls

U Give students more academic opportunities each day

il Provide21™ century instructional settings Separate eating areas for HS, MS & ES students
i Support and promote academic excellenéar Storm shelter protection & safe rooms

Controlled access security systems
Technology labs for elementary students

all students
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lf { azLiLg2 N‘I{ u K SAIne§§)Plafru.{ N3 O, u ¢ Furnishings & equipment totaling over $900,000
G {dzZlJLZ NU - GKS RA&UNROU Natural lighting design that promots student
. achievement
How much will homeowners pay? U Relocation of the bus garage to allow room for
- . new Prek8 building
$19.89 million bond issue U Handicap accessibility and fully ADA compliant
. building
Financed over 30 years at 5.05%,
28% state aid, wht an annualized assessed
valuation growth of 3% The state will pay
28% or $5.56
Home Value Annual Cost Monthly Cost -
$50,000 $89.13 $7.43 2 8% million, plus
$75,000 $133.69 $11.14 correspondlng
$100,000 $178.25 $14.85 interest!
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Bond Issue 2008, comued

Why is a bond referendum needed?

Aging facilities and costly maintenance improvements are the
most pressing issues facing the district. There are also
efficiency issues that make us a target for jpudrutinywithin
the state, as demonstrated i
2007. Additionally, the district is concerned about how to
address the many academic equity issues associated with
operating six separate attendance centers. Basically, our
immediate and lonterm needs are substal and the longer

we put them off the greater the urgency becomes to find a
resolution.

Why this solution isconsidered the best?

A communitybased Facilities Committee spent a year and a
half studying two optionsecommended by theommunityat

s

an operforum heldin November of 2005. The two options o uUsD 377

chosen to studwere: 1) Refurbish existing facilities and 2) AreaDistrict 2001LEVIES Mill Levy History
build a new Prekd school. Midway Schools 22.03 1989  68.7
After many hours of work redesigningxisting schoolss part Nemabha Valley School 30.34 1990 70.3
of the refurbshment processhe committee determined that the | Wathena 32.16 1991 70.4
cost to refurbisfi over $12 millioni was not a goa Atchison Co. Communi 36.26 1992 41.9
investment. The committedelieved thaafter spending $12 Highland 36.85 1993 39.3
miion( i n todayds dilidn) oa older fatiktiasr | North J:';lcrllson 36.90 1994 350
there were stiltoo manyissues thathat neededesolved. So, Tror Public School 36-99 1995 350

in May 2007, the committee recommended that the Board ry FUblic SChools : .
pursue a bond issue to buéchew PreK8 school attached to Valley Falls 40.51 Lol 2D
the existing high school. It was understood that $19 million | McLouth 41.94 1997|282
was a huge commitment, but it was thestoption for resolving | Oskaloosa Public Schc 42.45 1998  25.0
the districtodstermmetus.di at e and Rdya viajey 42.95 1999 23.4
s Holton 47.26 2000 24.3
Why now? Sabetha 48.94 2001| 303
1 The district lascritical facilities needs that must be Lansing 49.81 2002 28.6
addressed Jefferson Wes 50.38 2003 30.3
I  Every year we wait construction costs continue to increase| | eavenworth 50.74 2004 295
1 The state will pay 28% of a bond issue passed3D 377 Hiawatha 50.95 2005 30.2
9 For our children, our community and the future of our Silver Lake 51.12 2006 30.2
schools Onaga 5155 | 2007 337
Perhaps the beetr question is if not noWwyVHEN? Easton 52.79 2008 36.2
By the Numbers Perry Public Schools 53.02 USD 3nil7

_ _ _ Wanego 55.96 levy has

C $29,9691 Salaries paid tstaff to drive between schools Jefferson County Nortf 57.93 averaged 30.9
every year _ South Brown County 58.36 mills over the
$12,600i Travel expenses for staff to drive between Atchison Public School 59 61 past 17 years!

schools

¢

C 7407 Number of teaching hours lost to travel time

C $244,408 Estimated total annual savings by going to one
building (does not include reduction of staff through
attrition)

$12,000,000 the cost to refurbish buildings (in 2007
dollars)

L Q)

GadStadNAy3I {dO00Saa hys$s

Voter Information

A The deadline to register for the August 5, 2008

primary election is July 21, 2008.

A To register, pick up a form at the County
Courthouse or the USD 377 Central Office
A Or go online atvww.atchisoncountyks.org
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